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This  week's  questions  are  so  many  and  so  urgent,  how  is  your  Aunt  Sammy  to 
decide  which  to  answer  first?  But  with  many  listeners  reporting  wardrobe  worries 
just  now,  perhaps  the  various  clothing  questions  should  have  first  consideration. 

Suppose  I  read  you  a  pathetic  story  about  a  winter  coat  one  housewife 
writes.    She  says:     "Haven't  you  some  advice  that  you  can  give  shoppers  this 
fall  to  guide  thern  in  buying  winter  coats?     Coats  are  such  expensive  items  on 
the  budget  that  most  women  can't  afford  to  make  a  mistake  like  the  one  I  made 
last  winter.  " 

And  then  she  goes  on  to  tell  the  story.     "Late  last  winter,"  she  writes, 
when  the  stores  were  having  sales  of  heavy  coats,   I  bought  a  nice-looking  dark 
blue  coat  which  I  thought  was  a  great  bargain.     It  looked  to  me  like  an  all-wool 
labric  and  it  was  surprisingly  cheap  even  for  a  sale.     I  noticed  as  soon  as  I 
wore  it  that  it  wasn't  so  warm  as  wool  usually  is.    And  then  I  noticed  that  it 
wrinkled  badly  and  kep_t  its  wrinkles— had  to  be  pressed  -.Lost  every  time  I  wore 

before  long  its  color  began  to  fade,  too.  It  had  a  fuzzy  greyish  ^oj led 
WQk     mien  I  sent  it  to .the  cleaner,   I  learned  that  my  'bargain'  was  al^keT 

2Li  bri°  WaVot  all-V70°1  ^  any  means/ but  a  mixture  of  wool  and  cotton, 
mostly  cottor . "  i  '    /*  ' 


to*.    That  isnone  of  those  tr^G  stories  with  unhappy"  endings  that  I  don't  like 
to  hear,  much  less  repeat.    But  you  know— sc 
other  sad  stories  from  happening. 


sometimes  tell j ng'  a  sad  story  prevents 


coat-fiX,  •  and  textlle  expert  "ill  tell  you  that  .judging  quality  in 

finicvJ       ,     • dll±lcult— esPecially  nowadays  with  all  the  new  weaves  and  new 
for  rplV? V"xWs  of  fiters.     That's  why  so  many  people  have  been  asking 
and  how  to  J*  &n  rea£y~mad0  clothes- labels  that  tell  what  the  fabric  is 

test  u  v  t  CJre/ °r  ll'      Ut  as  yet  such  labels  on  coats  are  rare.     So  the  next 
bashful^  a        ^  abOUt  the  C°at  is  t0  ask'     According  to  the  textile  people, 

^  doesn't  pay  in  buying  an  expensive  garment  like  a  coat.)     They  ad- 
ftalitT  7+1      Salesgirl  if  thc  coat  is  all  wool  or  a  mixture  and  what  the 
She  vii  I    ■ 77001  1S#     If  She  d00sntt  knov/.  ask  the  buyer.     If  the  buyer  doesn't 
failure.  information,  ask  if  the  store  guarantees  the  fabric  against 

and  bet?1*  y°U,Can  Judge  for  y°urself  somewhat  by  looking  at  the  fabric  closely 
Poor  anflm8       r-eelll¥;  °f  U"     Good-q^ality  wool  has  a  live,  springy  feeling-, 
boards    ^       ^°lens  have  uneven-  harsh,   stubby  fibers  that  feel  heavy  as 
^orhid^0         lG  0r  22-  springiness,  and  look  dull  and  matted.     These  poor 
.  a— or  rather  overworked  fibers  make  fabrics  that  soon  become  baggy,  lose 
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their  finish,  and  may  "break  at  elbows,  across  hips  or  at  other  places  where 
there  is  strain  and  rubbing. 

Sometimes  wool  is  mixed  with  cotton  so  expertly  that  it  .looks  like  all 
wool.    Sometimes  silk  or  synthetic  fibers  are  mixed  with  wool  to  give  the  fabric 
a  flecked  appearance  or  a  sheen  or  some  other  special  finish.     So  when  you  go 
shopping  for  a  coat,  ask  whether  it  is  a  mixture  and  what  fibers  and  how  much  of 
each  make  up  that  mixture. 

Which  reminds  me,  listeners — which  reminds  me  to  remind  you  of  the  little 
leaflet  prepared  by  Miss  Scott  of  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  at  the  Department 
of  Agriculture — the  little  leaflet  on  buying  women's  cloth  coats.     I  told  you 
ahout  it  last  winter  but  it's  high  time  to  mention  it  again.    When  you  go  shopping 
for  a  coat  this  year,  here  is  a  guide-book  to  help  solve  many  of  your  problems* 

And  speaking  of  guide-books  for  fall  shoppers,  Miss  Scott's  other  leaflet 
is  a  helpful  one,  too.     I  mean  the  leaflet  on  buying  ready-made  dresses.  Write 
to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  D.C.  for  Leaflet  No.  105  entitled 
"Quality  Guides  in  Buying  Ready-Made  Dresses,  "  or  for  Leaflet  Number  117 — "Quality 
Guides  in  Buying  Women's  Cloth  Coats.  "    You  are  welcome  to  a  copy  of  either — or 
both,  as  long  as  the  free  supply  lasts. 

Nov;  a  couple  of  questions  from  some  thrifty  listeners  who  are  making  over 
clothes  for  their  fall  wardrobe.     One  asks  how  to  clean  a  dark  felt  hat.  Answer: 
Brush  the  hat  with  a  stiff  brush.     If  it's  only  slightly  soiled,  you  can  clean  it 
by  nibbing  the  spots  with  a  dark  silk  cloth  moistened  with  a  very  little  carbon 
tetrachloride  (or  some  other  grease- removing  fluid).     Then  sometimes  the  quickest 
"ay  to  remove  small  spots  is  to  rub  the  surface  of  the  felt  with  very  fine  steel 
wool  or  sandpaper.    A  badly  soiled  felt  hat  will  need  a  bath  in  cleaning  fluid — 
need  to  be  "dipped  instead  of  dabbed" ,  as  one  friend  of  mine  expresses  it.  Of 
course,  you  will  remove  the  ribbon  on  the  hat  during  the  cleaning  process.  You 
can  wash  the  ribbon  in  warm  soapy  water — lay  it  flat;  brush  with  soapy  water; 
rinse;  dry  in  a  towel;  and  press  when  almost  dry. 

Second  make-over  question  is  about  restoring  velvet  that  has  been  crushed 
oy  wearing.    Answer:     Steam  freshens  velvet — "brings  the  pile  up",  as  the  tex- 
tile people  say.    You  can  hang  a  velvet  dress  over  the  spout  of  a  tea-kettle 
'•intil  the  steam  has  thoroughly  moistened  the  velvet;  then  hang  the  dress  out  in 
foe  air  to  dry. 
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